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at the ‘Terror Tuesday’ meetings, his 
unspeaking presence a visible reminder of 
what everyone understood: a successful at-
tack would overwhelm the president’s other 
aspirations and achievements.’’ 

This revelation is in keeping with the re-
porting of Bob Woodward in Obama’s Wars. 
Woodward indicated that discussions of the 
war strategy were infused with political cal-
culations. Woodward also wrote of an admin-
istration that ‘‘wrestled with the most basic 
questions about the war . . . What is the 
mission? What are we trying to do? What 
will work?’’ 

These are questions that demand answers 
and could have been taken up by an Af-Pak 
Study Group. But I venture that such a 
group would not have factored politics into 
their calculus. Was that a consideration in 
your decision to disregard congressional in-
tent as it relates to the Af-Pak Study Group? 

Our men and women in uniform have 
fought bravely and served with distinction in 
Afghanistan and will continue to do so until 
they are called home. Any shortcomings in 
our strategy or overall vision for success are 
not their burden to bear. As too often hap-
pens, they have found themselves at the 
mercy of the latest political winds blowing 
through Washington. And I have been deeply 
disappointed that, as president, you appear 
to have allowed these political winds to drive 
the war strategy. 

It is not at all certain what will unfold 
when U.S. troops exit or significantly de-
crease in number—there are varied sobering 
scenarios, including the Taliban once again 
seizing the reins of power; a destabilized and 
nuclear armed Pakistan; Afghanistan as a 
haven for international terrorists. Only his-
tory will tell. But I believe one thing is 
clear: your administration missed a golden 
opportunity when, for two years, it failed to 
convene an Afghanistan-Pakistan Study 
Group to provide an independent, outside 
analysis of the most pressing national secu-
rity matter of your presidency. 

Best wishes, 
Sincerely, 

FRANK R. WOLF, 
Member of Congress. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, December 13, 2012. 
Hon. BARACK H. OBAMA, 
The President, The White House, Washington 

DC. 
DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: This week, the New 

York Times reported on the bleak state of 
affairs in Afghanistan. Citing a Pentagon re-
port, the article stated, ‘‘The assessment 
found that the Taliban remain resilient, that 
widespread corruption continues to weaken 
the central Afghan government and that 
Pakistan persists in providing critical sup-
port to the insurgency. Insider attacks by 
Afghan security forces on their NATO coali-
tion partners, while still small, are up sig-
nificantly: there have been 37 so far in 2012, 
compared with 2 in 2007.’’ Given this disturb-
ingly dreary assessment, I remain deeply dis-
appointed that you have refused to use the 
money provided by Congress to appoint the 
Afghanistan/Pakistan Study Group (APSG) 
to review United States strategy. 

The report’s stark assessment of Afghan 
capabilities is all the more discouraging, 
given the recent comments of Afghan Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai. As you may know, in a 
recent interview, President Karzai blamed 
the insecurity in Afghanistan on the United 
States and our NATO countries, saying, 
‘‘Part of the insecurity is coming to us from 
the structures that NATO and America cre-
ated in Afghanistan.’’ It is appalling that 
President Karzai would make such state-
ments, given the enormous sacrifice made 
over the last 11 years by coalition forces. 

With your policy faltering and the Afghan 
president blaming us for all the ills in his 
country, it perplexes me that you refuse to 
use appropriated dollars to establish the 
APSG. More than 2,000 service members have 
been killed since fighting commenced in 2001. 
Many service members have served four or 
more tours in multiple theaters, yet you 
refuse to use money authorized by Congress 
to convene a panel that could offer solutions 
that could decrease the number of U.S. cas-
ualties. In fact, both your current and 
former Defense secretaries served as mem-
bers of the Iraq Study Group, so they both 
know the success it achieved and that simi-
lar results could be produced by the APSG. 

In addition to the strategic failure of your 
policy, the most recent report from the Spe-
cial Inspector General for Afghanistan Re-
construction (SIGAR) documented numerous 
incidents of U.S. aid money being wasted 
through graft, corruption and mismanage-
ment. In just one example, the SIGAR report 
notes that an Army sergeant pleaded guilty 
to approving fake documents that allowed 
$1.5 million worth of fuel to be stolen. While 
I am sure your administration takes the 
SIGAR reports seriously and is trying to ad-
dress the problems raised, at the same time 
you are actively ignoring policy resources 
that could provide valuable insight and pos-
sible solutions to these and other problems. 

I find all the arguments your administra-
tion officials have used to oppose the cre-
ation of the APSG to be woefully insuffi-
cient. In his November 5 letter to me, Gen-
eral Martin Dempsey claims that using the 
$1 million authorized for the APSG would be 
an unwise diversion of resources. Yet in May, 
the media reported that more than $800,000 
had been spent to fly your secretary of de-
fense to his home in California many week-
ends, a figure that now likely exceeds $1 mil-
lion. I do not know if this was an arrange-
ment you made specifically with Secretary 
Panetta before he accepted the job, but the 
money spent flying him to and from Cali-
fornia could have more than paid for the 
APSG. 

The wasted money cited by the SIGAR re-
port, as well as the money spent flying Sec-
retary Panetta back to the comfort of his 
home in California, would provide more than 
enough resources to establish the APSG. Do 
you believe that flying Secretary Panetta 
home every weekend—a luxury certainly not 
provided to a service member on their fifth 
tour of duty—is a better use of taxpayer 
money than getting the best minds in our 
country to provide ‘‘fresh eyes’’ on U.S. pol-
icy in this troubled region? As public offi-
cials, we have a solemn duty to protect those 
we order into combat. For the sake of our 
forces in theater and the safety of our na-
tion, I once again implore you to use the 
money available to create the APSG. 

As I have stated many times, I do not have 
the answers on how to assure a successful 
outcome in Afghanistan and Pakistan. How-
ever, I firmly believe that the APSG could 
provide insight into the problems plaguing 
the region and ways that we can better pro-
tect national security for decades to come. 

Best wishes. 
Sincerely, 

FRANK R. WOLF, 
Member of Congress. 

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
JACK R. HEFLIN UPON HIS RE-
TIREMENT FROM SERVICE AS 
CIRCUIT JUDGE IN OKALOOSA 
COUNTY, FLORIDA 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 21, 2012 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I am 
honored to congratulate Judge Jack R. Heflin 
upon his retirement after 24 years as Circuit 
Judge in Okaloosa County, Florida. 

In his first years after his graduation from In-
diana University, Judge Heflin worked as a 
purchasing agent for Bell Telephone Labs and 
Western Electric Company. His career in pub-
lic service began in 1967 with his commis-
sioning as a second lieutenant in the United 
States Air Force. He served in uniform until re-
ceiving an honorable discharge at the rank of 
captain in 1971. Subsequent to his service in 
the Air Force, he attended law school at the 
University of Florida, earning his Juris Doctor 
in 1973. 

Judge Heflin entered private practice upon 
being admitted to the Florida Bar in 1973 and 
specialized in the areas of commercial law, 
family law, bankruptcy law, and general prac-
tice. He has maintained a focus on domestic 
violence since 1973. In 1988, Judge Heflin 
was appointed to serve as Circuit Judge for 
Pensacola and has served in his current role 
as Okaloosa County Circuit Judge since 1991. 

Without question, Judge Heflin’s positive 
contributions to northwest Florida and our na-
tion have been immense, and his mark on the 
judicial landscape will remain for years to 
come. Northwest Florida is a better, safer 
place because of his service. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, it gives me great pride to congratu-
late Judge Jack R. Heflin on his retirement 
and thank him for his service. My wife Vicki 
joins me in wishing Judge Heflin; his wife, 
Linda; and their daughters, Heather, Hillary, 
and Harmony, all the best. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF CONFERENCE REPORT ON 
H.R. 4310, NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ROB BISHOP 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 20, 2012 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, In a per-
fect world, I would have preferred that lan-
guage offered by Senator FEINSTEIN and Sen-
ator LEE on detainees and habeas corpus 
would have prevailed in this final conference 
agreement. 

However, when carefully comparing and 
analyzing both the House and Senate lan-
guage on detainees clarifying the rights of ha-
beas corpus, I believe that both versions 
clearly are a step forward in preserving and 
protecting citizen’s civil liberties against any 
implied powers of the Executive branch. Both 
provisions make clear that every U.S. citizen 
or permanent resident alien have their full ha-
beas corpus rights intact. 
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